
HB 34 -- SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION ACT

SPONSOR: Guernsey

COMMITTEE ACTION: Voted "Do Pass" by the Committee on Workforce
Development and Workplace Safety by a vote of 8 to 4.

This bill establishes the School Construction Act which allows a
school district in any county except a county with a charter form
of government to exempt itself from the prevailing hourly wage rate
requirement for the construction and maintenance work done for its
educational facilities upon the approval of the district school
board. If a school district exempts itself, it must notify the
Division of Labor Standards within the Department of Labor and
Industrial Relations.

PROPONENTS: Supporters say that allowing school districts to opt
out of the prevailing wage requirements will save them money and
allow them to make necessary repairs to buildings within the
district. It also will allow local contractors to bid on and
receive more projects.

Testifying for the bill were Representative Guernsey; Missouri
School Boards Association; Dr. Jerry Cochran, Missouri Association
for Rural Education; and Kenneth Cook.

OPPONENTS: Those who oppose the bill say that prevailing wages
were enacted to and do provide a level playing field among
contractors. Prevailing wages also work to ensure that the
political subdivisions get quality, value, craftsmanship, and
safety. It is bad stewardship of public money to take away a
method by which wages paid are disclosed. This would also remove
one method of making sure that minimum wages are being paid and
will probably lead to a drastic decline in bona fide apprenticeship
programs.

Testifying against the bill were Keith Wallis, The Builders
Association; Tracy Hart, Associated General Contractors of St.
Louis; Jeffrey Schmitt, JDS Masonry, Inc.; Lanny Fields, Midstates
Heating and Cooling, Inc.; Douglas Martin, St. Louis Chapter,
National Electrical Contractors Association; Construction Employers
Coalition; Plumbing Industry Council; Missouri Association of
Plumbing, Heating, and Cooling Contractors; SMACNA St. Louis; Greg
Chastain; International Union of Painters and Allied Trades, St.
Louis and Kansas City District Councils; Missouri Laborers'
Legislative Committee; Missouri AFL-CIO; Mechanical Contractors
Association of Kansas City; Mechanical Contractors Association -
Eastern Missouri; John Gaul, Carpenters District Council; American
Federation of Teachers Missouri; Plumbers and Pipefitters Local



#562; United Steelworkers District 11; and Missouri National
Education Association.


